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Teshio is blessed with vast nature, and its mountains and forests are home to a variety of flora and fauna including rare and precious
birds. The stretches of wild land along the basin of the Teshio River are carpeted with several hundreds of kinds of flowers depending
on the season. Teshio, once known as a forestry kingdom, bristles with a wide variety of trees. Among them, conifers like the Sakhalin fir
and Ezo spruce that represent Hokkaido as indigenous trees are conserved as precious resources.

Supported by the ever-flowing Teshio River, we can now enjoy building our affluent lives. Our predecessors, who strived to build the
foundation of today’s living conditions, had also turned to the Teshio River for tap water, at times also as a significant traffic channel, and
as a valuable fishing ground for the nationally renowned specialty of freshwater clams, thereby creating Teshio-inspired culture and
lifestyle. We will continue to lead this attractive life in coexistence and interaction with the northern mighty Teshio River, a source of life.
Lives nurtured by abundant nature enrich people’s mind and soul. The warm hearts with which people interact with each other in daily
life as well as their smile-to-smile communications are instrumental in turning even the frigid winter season into a pleasure, and play a
significant role as the driving force behind the vigor of the Teshio district.
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Teshio Town hosts diverse events mainly in summer, with the whole town getting actively involved in them.

In early July, the town’s biggest event, Kagami-numa Shijimi Festival is held based on the theme of shijimi (freshwater clams), widely
known as the town’s specialty. Several hundreds of kilograms of freshwater clams are released in a pond where a number of
participants compete as they struggle to dig and grab as many clams as possible.

In mid-July, the Itsukushima Shrine Reitaisai Festival takes place at this historic shrine, where a guardian deity of workers along the
Sea of Japan and the Teshio River is enshrined. The festival features the traditional shishimai (lion dance), chigomai (kids dance)
and a parade of kodomo mikoshi (portable shrine carried by children), providing a glimpse of the traditional townscape.

The Teshio River Festival is held in August and is aimed to familiarize people with the river that has supported the town’s prosperity
from the Meiji era (1868-1912) through the beginning of the Showa era (1926-1989). The festival begins with a ceremony
worshipping the mother river at Teshio Riverside Park, followed by various events such as Bon festival dancing and fireworks.

In September, the town hosts the Teshio Mikaku Festival, where people can savor locally harvested or landed autumn delicacies,
especially salmon. To share in the catching of salmon at the start of the season, people participate in the annual popular Salmon
Grabbing event when men and women of all ages desperately compete to catch salmon, infusing the site with teeming excitement.
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To help you obtain relief of the day’s fatigue after participating in various events and outdoor activities, we recommend you to relax
at Teshio Onsen Yubae. The greatest attraction of Yubae is that the hot spring luxuriously commands a panoramic view of
Kagami-numa Pond, the Teshio River, the Sea of Japan, Mt. Rishiri Fuji and vast fantastic landscapes, providing guests with an
optimal opportunity to forget mundane routines and feed the soul, something for which we can seldom spare time. Elaborately
designed guest rooms, hot spring baths and restaurants overlook various spectacular views depending on the angle and time,
ensuring that guests never tire of enjoying the scenes. The setting sun, from which the name of the hot spring is derived, is
particularly popular among photographers. This breathtaking sight is well worth seeing.

Hot springs in Teshio, characterized by superb natural spring quality, are highly nourishing to the skin and enhance the bathing
experience, providing bathers with excellent relaxing effects even after a short while in the water. The restaurant offers local
specials such as ramen noodles including abundant amounts of the Teshio Town specialty of freshwater clams.

Kagami-numa Seaside Park adjacent to the hot spring serves as a venue for various events such as the Freshwater Clam Festival,
one of Teshio’s greatest events in summer, and also provides easy access to a roadside station and central parts of the town.
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Teshio Town is located along the estuary of the Teshio River, Japan’s northernmost great river flowing into the Sea of
Japan. Adjacent to the estuary, is one of the town’s outdoor spots, Kagami-numa Seaside Park located. With Mt. Rishiri
Fuji appearing to be floating on the Sea of Japan, several kinds of native plants such as suzuran (lily-of-the-valley),
ezokanzo (a kind of licorice) and hamanasu (Japanese rose) bloom in this park from spring until the beginning of
summer. The park also provides accommodation in the form of auto-camping/camping sites, bungalows and rider
houses. BBQ equipment is also available.

The riverbed of the Teshio River, which runs through the west side of the city center, serves as a riverside park where
local residents interact with each other. Teshio boasts unique landscapes consisting of combinations of the river, the
sea and mountains. Here you can find your own favorite views to capture on camera such as the silhouette of Mt.
Rishiri Fuji in the fresh morning air or at sunset. The canoe port is also available as the finish line for those who enjoy
canoeing from the midstream of the Teshio River.
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agriculture forestry

With great care

A dairy kingdom is created
While great forests remain
To be handed down to future

generations
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Agriculture in Teshio Town

Japan’s northernmost mighty river - the Teshio - has been conducive to the formation of fertile land along its vast and
magnificent basins. The town’s agriculture is basically conducted on the lands thus created by the mother river.
Large-scale full-time dairy farming has primarily supported the local economy. Livestock breeding and dairy farming,
initiated in this region from the end of the Meiji era (around 1900) through the Taisho era (1912-1925), have been
playing a central role as a key industry that has been boosting the town’s development after the five-year plan for
industrial development of 1957 and the dairy farming promotion plan of 1960.

Forestry in Teshio Town

To hand down the important forests to future generations, we have successively conducted various operations such
as tree planting, weeding, operation path improvement, hardwood improvement, and cutting/thinning of trees. It is
important to sustain a sound and vital forest ecosystem and strengthen the functions of environmental forests.
Elementary schools in the town provide classes on forestry aimed to deepen students’ understanding of and interest in
forests via repeated hands-on learning experiences as they confirm the living sound of trees.
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fishery industry

Passing down

To future generations

The living testimony of the Teshio brand
Through breeding and nurturing fishery
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Fishery, commerce and industry in Teshio Town

Fishery in this town has been performed on the abundant fishing grounds since the time when this
area was called Teshio Basho during the Edo Period (1603-1867). Herring and salmon fishery
constituted a major trade all along, playing a key role in the initial development of the town.

With fishery development and the advancement of the designed facilities, freshwater clam fishery
was proactively conducted along the trunk and tributaries of the Teshio River and Panke Marsh.
Eventually Teshio freshwater clams have gained popularity as one of Japan’s foremost specialties.
Commerce and industry also play a vital role since the vitality of the region creates specialties. To
enhance regional vitalization, Teshio Town and the agricultural, forestry and fishery industries are
making concerted efforts to develop new indigenous products and create new Teshio brands.
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medical welfare

A heartfelt interactive
Support system
Reinforcing the principle of
“Normalization”
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Town planning ensuring that people live vibrant lives

Amidst our present aging society, the proportion of people aged 65 years and older is also growing year by year in
Teshio Town, making it imperative to enhance medical and welfare services for elderly people.

People in Teshio Town who need nursing care can make use of various efficient services such as home-help and
day-care while housing facilities include group homes for dementia patients and special nursing homes for elderly
people.

With support for the activities of the social welfare council, which plays a central role in local welfare, the realization
of a vibrant local community and reinforcement of regional networks, a rich and peaceful local community is promoted.
To support childcare, the Center for Early Childhood Education and Care and the Onobunai Rural Nursery Center
provide finely tuned childcare services.
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Teshio Town is involved in promoting various lifetime learning projects so that residents in the
community can lead their ideal lives with the realization of self-actualization. To reduce the
disadvantages caused by its remote location far from urban areas, we make efforts in various
respects to: 1) create opportunities for locals to interact with art and culture; 2) provide opportunities
for locals to participate in sports and recreation so that they can build close relationships between
themselves; and 3) improve existing facilities and currently provided services by offering
opportunities and information instrumental in their enlightenment and the broadening of their
horizons.

As part of the services tailored to multiple lifestyles, we launched electronic library services in 2017
to provide an environment where people can read, borrow and return books easily any time, helping
local residents to broaden their interests, perceptions and experience.
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Keep on smiling

Full of health

On your way to a bright future
With hope and motivation in life
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For people to comfortably live in communities where they have lived for a long time, we aim to create
a community free of traffic accidents and crime. Cooperation between the police, schools and crime
prevention associations as well as preventive measures against accidents and crimes have resulted
in the creation of a safe town with few tragedies such as bank transfer fraud cases, crimes involving
children/women and traffic deaths.

We are also obliged to provide people with the means of transportation necessary to live their daily
lives. To secure public transportation for the town’s people, we will create a cost-effective local
public transportation system so that everybody can have easy access including transfer to bus lines.
As for waste disposal, we promote the 3R policy (namely, Reduce, Reuse and Recycle). Community
people, businesses and local government understand their respective roles, with the resulting
creation of a cooperative recycling-oriented society.
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Teshio Town concluded a sister-city agreement with Homer City, Alaska State, the U.S. in 1984.
Since then, these two municipalities have been interacting with each other. We delight in the
continuation of these interactions to cultivate human resources with sophisticated international
sensibilities.

The members of Furusato-kai (Hometown Association), established by natives of Teshio Town, play
an active role in various fields in urban areas of Japan. We cordially appreciate their vibrant
activities and wish to deepen our relationship with the out-of-town cheering squad rooting for Teshio
Town.

We call upon the people in the community to express their opinions to the local government without
hesitation and to make their expertise and skills available for town development.
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Teshio Town' has formulated the 7th Teshio Town Comprehensive-Plan that clearly
delineates the town’s futureiimage, and is advancing the plan with a 10-year term
from 2019 to 2028 as theplanning period.

We are proceeding with the 7th comprehensive plan under the basic theme of
“Let’'s create and develop a bright, enjoyable and lively town!” We have set five
goals based on the concerted efforts made by people from the community as well
as the administration with=the aim of creating a town where each and.every
person can live in comfort while embracing affection and pride toward their own
communities and supporting-each other.

By dividing the term into two sections (former half: 5 years 7 latter half=5 years),
we routinely review the plan on-athree-year rolling basis. .
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Against the backdrop of significantly changing situations
surrounding local communities, it is important for us to
collaborate and harmonize with local people,
organizations and businesses seeking further
development while strengthening each other. Thinking
outside the box, we strive to manage a prompt flexible
administrative system.

The town administration and council are earnestly
engaged in urban development reflecting the opinions of
the townspeople.
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Hiroyuki Sasaki, Mayor of Teshio Town

Teshio Town is located along the estuary of the mighty Teshio River, which originates from the
majestic Mt. Teshio and flows into the Sea of Japan.

As the circumstances surrounding the town are becoming extremely harsh, we are responsible for
making the historical town that our predecessors have built by dint of their strenuous efforts and
wisdom, an even more attractive town, while recognizing that we are obliged to hand down this
remarkable region to future generations.

Under the basic theme of the Teshio Town Comprehensive Plan - “Let’s create and develop a bright,
enjoyable and lively town!” - we are determined to promote new urban planning so that everyone can
take pride in their hometown of Teshio, amidst an awareness of how wonderful it is to live in this town.
We hope that your knowledge of our bustling town will be broadened through this Teshio Town
Handbook. We also look forward to your continued support of our town in the future.
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